Although the natural cycle of Venezuelan encephalitis (VE) virus (a group A arbovirus) is recognized to principally involve terrestrial mammals (3, 5) , the virus to date has been isolated from seven species of wild birds and antibodies have been detected in 21 species of naturally infected wild birds (2) . Fifteen species of birds, in addition to domestic chickens, have been infected experimentally, all developing detectable levels of viremia (Dickerman, unpublished data; reference 1). Still, little has been reported on the comparative ability of animals to become infected with VE virus. This study reports the relative ability of avian embryonic cells from birds of diverse taxonomic ranks to replicate Venezuelan encephalitis virus.
Tissue cultures. Primary cultures were made from 8-to 15-day-old embryos by the method used for chicken embryonic cell culture (CEC) (4) . Cells were grown with 5 Four strains of VE virus, two isolated from sick humans during epidemics and two isolated from endemic situations, grew in primary embryonic cell cultures of each of six species of birds, whereas the two epidemic and one endemic strain grew in four additional species. The 10 species belong to six orders of birds (Table 1 ). An occasional batch of cells produced low levels of viruses to all strains (for example, rock dove) but for each species one or more cell preparations produced high titers of virus. In Table 1 
